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WUEAFFARNAGAR: Twenty-two members ofa |
Musim oint family halt o them womenand
children, tried 10 set themselves on fire in front of
the district magistrate’s office here alleging they
wiere being harassed to vacate their residence, a'
-qumdmﬂﬂgu:mem;mmﬁ:
brothers Mohd Wazit Mohd Fagi and Mohd Al |
was attached against a bank loan, It was later
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54 miners die in

By Law Kumar Mishra/TNN

Dhanbad: At least 51 miners
ware killed after being trapped
about 500 metres underground
in an enclosed inferno of blaz-

Till' Thursday evening, res-
cuers pulled out 30 bodies, The
few who survived one of the
worst mining disasters in 30
vears, spoke of the deadly ex-
plosion on Wednesday night
that sent people slamming
agninst mine walls and coal
wagons flying from the fury

| The hlast occurred at the Nag-
da mine of Bharat Coking Coal
Litd near Katras, about 20 km
fram Dhanbad, on Wednesday
night. With oxygzen levels al-
ready low; the workers, who

methane mfemo

methane caught fire inside the

mine where they were on a re-
pair mission. Four miners clam-
bered up to safety and were ad-
mitted in hospital with serious
burn infuries:

One of the survivors, Nunu

-~ Iml, said, *The explosion was so |

powerful that 1 was thrown off
and saw n?:-ptedmﬂﬂy loaded with
coal get ri apart.”
Rnimﬂhwar Sharma, who
was also near the blast site, said,
“After the explosion, water en-
tered the mine and flooded it.”
Even before Bharat Coking
Coal officially announced that
the trapped miners had been
killed, Union coal minister
Shibu Soren and Jharkhand
chief minister Arjun Munda,
ot a visit to the disaster site, an-

ered in the area, shouting slo-

gans against the mining compa-
ny an.d the government, accus-
ing them of flouting safety no-
rms. Jharkhand DGP V D Ram
said, “We will be able to identify
the exact cause of the explosion

‘nfter investigation. Gas lealocan

Skt
i e gri

lakh for the victims® families,
Soren said, *Dependants of the
victims will be provided emplo-
yment by Bharat Coking Coal
Litd from Thursday. A probe by
the director-general of mines

safety and the lnbour commi-

ssioner will also be initiated.”

Soren also held discussions
with Bharat Coking Coal offi-
clals and promised medical help
to thea four survivors.
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of survival when the trapped More than 5,000 pouplu gath-  victims® families.
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Cellphone

sounds the
death knell

Statesman News

KOLKATA, Sept. 7: Staying
glued to the cellphone
while walking down the
busy Strand Road cost a
man his life today.
According to eyewitness
accounts, Brijmohan
Pandit (38) was talking on
his mobile phone when a
bus, whose driver had lost
cantrol of it, crushed him,
killing him then and there.

The driver of the
Howrah-bound bus lost
cantrol of the vehicle when
its front wheel tire burst.
The bus rammed into a
roadside food stall at the
Auckland Road and Strand
Road crossing around
12,30 pm. and killed
Pandit and Kalipada Das
(29), who was taking his
lunch there. Two others
customers present at the
stall were injured.

“The bus first hit a
pedestrian (Pandit) from
the behind before climbing
the pavement. The man
was talking on his cell-
phone when the incident

the wall beyond the struc-
ture,” Mr Bhuban Tewary,
an eyewitness, said. The
impact of the collision

caused the wall to collapse. |

Officers of the Maidan

police station confiscated |

the bus, The bus driver fled
the spot. With Pandit’s life-
lessness obvious, the
injured and Das were
rushed to SSKM Hospital,
where the 29-year-old was
pronounced dead. The
accident caused temporary
traffic snarls on Strand
Road as curious onlookers
formed a crowd. .

In a separate incident,
Dukhiram Das (45) was
crushed to death under the
wheels of a speeding
school wvan near the
Kalighat Temple Road-
Sadananda Road crossing
this morning., The victim
was crossing the road
when he was hit by the
vehicle, police said.
Another person, Raju
Mollah (25) was critically
injured and admitted to
SSKM Hospital. The driver
of the vehicle, abandoned

occurred. The bus flat-  the vehicle on Hazra Road-
tened the food stall on the Sadananda Road crossing
pavement before hitting before fleeing.

R e T ol et Y
The flattened kiosk on Strand Road after a bus rammed
into it on Thursday afternoon. ® SNS

L Jrom oot YA 2 fute,
f"{’:% the ) ﬂ 4iam"
L) A fokerd] h by dobrria

e sl Fpns Ao
Al W%J fho Yar
Pre Z(p_i‘k /JMHAMW

{)Wﬂﬁ/mf fclpf‘hr A e

v B g
Q&: gr%mf j Wil sSANs —




ko 8 RSuse
Ef"\ W 6—5—:-\&'&.#.1

et e
ﬂvn«f,m:‘f) fﬂdé,

Lird) pdres P
%ﬁ %"/o a4 %M‘-ﬂ.

N,

B.,L-.

J f&fa
Lytn Sl f’-t de Er"ﬁ'““?

{éﬁ% A W')]%‘@
h_\\“&i’m%ﬂ ‘“?“"l
dﬂu{ Elr W/
hivecmAsla., 2
A

(R

Mmﬂf.df's Ao

¥ §) o 20
[\MQ&JTL“FW‘%

3’* 7
qm&/‘/ﬁ‘/lﬂg’h’%

v Lt %

@EL«M

h«MﬁJ’



Zhie Ko MW e

WL SuA W g4 Ao,
§) wiuM,A»-'-’-"

He & ky - a4

v gt

’-g" N2 LMjW

A
A ho | b ﬁ‘»ﬁm

T R, o Gshp
Lo i % I 37 4
il é‘
D{{,{,W






